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always prompts, is to suppose that the men of
that period were more virtuous than those of suc-
ceeding generations. At no time in human his-
tory have the instincts of an evil nature acted
more vigorously than at the period of which I am
speaking. It has brought down to us the indis-
putable knowledge of a conflict between the
friends and foes of Christianity, so long, so sharp,
so ferocious and bloody as to form one of the
most unmanageable arguments that infidelity has
to encounter: I mean the admission of early and
competent enemies when they did speak, and their
significant silence when they could not speak. The
beginning of it we have in the gospel history. It
is admitted on all hands that the testimony of an
enemy is worthy of implicit reliance. If one man
known to be hostile to another is compelled to
bear witness to his integrity, that evidence is
more surely taken for exact truth than the evi-
dence of a friend who may be supposed some-
what biassed in his favor. Keeping this in view,
I propose to prove the truth of the four gospel
narratives by just such testimony, contenting my-
self with bare references to that of friends, who
by thousands sacrificed their dearest worldly in-
terests, braved dangers, and embraced the crud-
est forms of death rather than surrender their
faith and hope in Christ. I begin with Judas
Iscariot.

He was a chosen apostle, who with the rest
was familiar with Christ in private and in public
during the whole of his ministry. If ever Christ
had a subtle enemy in the world, Judas Iscariot